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me sans fauction. Military discipline,, that sacred discipline,
without which no armed navy can possibly exist, is annihilated.
A general officer cannot act without coadjutors, and I look in
vain for men who unite with theory the knowledge oi
manoeuvres and experience in war. After long patience on
their part, the repeated excesses of insubordination con-
secrated by impunity have driven such men from the theatre
of ttheir labours. Be good enough, sir, to be the interpreter of
my sentiments to His Majesty. I may add that I shall be
most unhappy if I cannot devote my last days to the service
of my country, and terminate my career in the service in
which I commenced it." *

The meeting of the Convention found France at war with
no great naval power, and the deputies concentrated their
attention on the state of the armies without paying much
heed to naval affairs. Yet they must have known that their
proceedings were bound to lead to war with England, and that
the former contest for the mastery of the seas would soon
recommence. Only three naval officers were elected to the
Convention, namely, Vice-Admiral Kersaint, by the department
of the Seine-et-Oise; Rear-Admiral de Rochegude, who hact sat
in the Constituent Assembly and been a member of its Naval
Committee, by the Tarn, and Captain Casabianca, by the
island of Corsica; but they had among their colleagues a few
men conversant with the sea, such as Jean Bon Saint-Andrd,
who had been captain of a merchant-ship before becoming a
Protestant pastor, Jean Baptiste Nicolas Topsent, Louis Jacques
Taveau, and Jean Jacques Breard. These deputies formed the
nucleus of the Naval Committee of the Convention, and ought
to have done the same work for the navy that the Military
Committee did for the army. The Minister of Marine, with
whom they had to act, was Monge, an eminent mathematician
and an honest and upright administrator, who, however,
showed none of the extraordinary energy which the desperate
state of affairs demanded, and whose office was filled by
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